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from the country. Add this to the large
number of uninsured families who live
in these communities, and the crisis
facing rural health care delivery is
clear.

Despite numerous efforts to increase
reimbursement rates for rural health
services and our ongoing quest to cover
the millions of uninsured across Amer-
ica, rural people are still hurting. It
takes people like the Steffeys, who are
willing to make a sacrifice to meet the
needs of rural communities today,
while we continue to work towards so-
lutions for tomorrow.

On March 1, 2003, Dr. and Mr. Steffey
took ownership of the La Pine Commu-
nity Clinic. | hope that their vision is
rewarded with great success. | join the
many grateful residents of La Pine in
naming them as Oregon Health Care
Heroes and thank them for bringing
hope and healing to La Pine.e

———

GEORGETOWN FIRE COMPANY’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, | rise
today to give congratulations to one of
the great local fire departments in
Delaware, the Georgetown Fire Com-
pany, which is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary this month. This anniversary
is a tribute to those who had the vision
to found the fire department and to
those volunteers who have carried on
this tradition all the way through
today.

We are very lucky in Delaware to
have such a rich history of volunteer
community fire departments. With the
addition of the Georgetown Company,
we have had 15 fire companies in our
state celebrate 100 years of service. In
fact, we have even had 3 companies—
Lewes, Carlisle of Milford, and Good
Will of New Castle—celebrate 200 years
of service.

With such successes though, it is
easy to forget the humble beginnings of
many of these departments. On April
11, 1903, the town commissioners of
Georgetown announced in a town meet-
ing that it would be forming a fire
company to bring down the cost of fire
insurance. Before the establishment of
a fire company, the community had re-
lied on so-called bucket brigades and a
hand-drawn ladder wagon.

When it was founded, there were
fourteen charter members of the
Georgetown Fire Company and only
one piece of fire equipment. Today,
there are almost one hundred members
of the company and an entire fleet of
state of the art fire equipment.

And as a testament to the unceasing
dedication of the volunteers who serve
in this company and to the respect and
veneration it has in the community, al-
most half of the members of the
Georgetown Fire Company are life
members or honorary members. Many
members of the company who have
served their town as volunteer fire-
fighters for decades never stop serving.

The Georgetown Fire Company has
become an integral part of the commu-
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nity it has served. It has saved the
lives and the property of many. In the
town of Georgetown, everyone knows
who the real heros are.

It is my privilege to share the com-
pany’s great history with my col-
leagues and with our fellow citizens
today. We honor the company’s 100th
anniversary and the extraordinary
commitment that it has never stopped
showing to its community. Congratula-
tions to all of the officers, members,
and friends of the Georgetown Fire
Company. It is very well deserved.e

——

COMMENDING JOHN KOERNER ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE U.S.
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

® Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, | rise
to recognize Mr. John Koerner’s long,
distinguished career with the United
States Fish & Wildlife Service. John
began his career in 1972 in Valentine,
NE at Fort Niobrara National Wildlife

Refuge. Before he arrived at his
‘‘dream location” of Sand Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, he was sta-

tioned in the South Dakota commu-
nities of Madison, Pierre and Waubay.
John has now managed the Sand Lake
NWR for 15 years. This refuge has a
wonderful reputation within the refuge
system, and that reputation reaches
far beyond its borders. In 1988, because
of its importance to migratory birds,
Sand Lake was designated as the 16th
Wetland of International Importance in
the United States. This designation
was proposed under John’s guidance,
and supported by myself and U.S. Sen-
ator Tom DASCHLE.

During his time in South Dakota,
John has been instrumental in reach-
ing out to the public he serves through
effective outreach and environmental
programs. The annual Eagle Day event
held at Sand Lake Refuge has grown
from one carload of visitors attending
the first Eagle Day event to well over
1,200 visitors attending in 2002. John
has also enhanced the youth, education
and outreach programs during his time
at the refuge.

John has been an articulate and out-
spoken voice on water and conserva-
tion issues concerning the James
River. His coordination efforts with
local, State and Federal agencies, dur-
ing major flooding events and day-to-
day operations have been an asset to
Sand Lake Refuge and to the commu-
nities and landowners up and down the
James River. His knowledge of the
James River has been very helpful to
South Dakota’s congressional delega-
tion.

John’s coordination efforts with all
of South Dakota’s congressional offices
have been beneficial to both the FWS
and the citizens of South Dakota. His
knowledge of FWS history, compat-
ibility issues, and his vast experience
has provided him with a ‘‘common
sense’ approach to resolving issues be-
fore they become major problems. |
know that John Koerner has provided
extremely valuable assistance to my
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offices in working through many of the
difficult issues that have been brought
forward during his tenure.

I commend John Koerner for his
work with the U.S Fish & Wildlife
Service. His contributions will benefit
many generations to come.e

————

TRIBUTE TO ORLANDO “TUBBY”’
SMITH

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today |
honor and pay tribute to University of
Kentucky Basketball coach and friend
Orlando ““Tubby” Smith. Coach Smith
was selected today as the 2003 Naismith
College Basketball Coach of the Year.

Earlier this year, Tubby was also
named the Nation’s top coach by the
Sporting News, ESPN, and the Basket-
ball Times. Coach Smith led the Uni-
versity of Kentucky Wildcats to an
outstanding 32-4 record this season, in-
cluding a NCAA season-high 26 game
winning streak. The Wildcats’ winning
streak this season was the Nation’s
longest in seven years.

Coach Smith is more than just a bas-
ketball coach to his players at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. He is a skilled
teacher of the game of basketball, but
he also teaches his players important
lessons about life and instills a sense of
character in them that allows them to
excel both on and off the court.

Tubby and his wife Donna are also
very active in many communities
across Kentucky. Over the past 5 years,
they have raised over $1.5 million for
the Tubby Smith Foundation. Through
annual auctions, golf tournaments and
other events, Tubby and Donna have
devoted much of their time and energy
to assisting underprivileged children in
Kentucky through their foundation.

I am proud to have Coach Smith rep-
resent the great Commonwealth of
Kentucky. He is a fantastic basketball
coach and a prominent community
leader. I ask my colleagues in the Sen-
ate to join me in congratulating him
on receiving the 2003 Naismith College
Basketball Coach of the Year Award.e

———

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE
UNIVERSITY LADY JACKRABBITS

® Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate
the South Dakota State University
Lady Jackrabbits. The Jackrabbits,
under head coach Aaron Johnston and
assistant coach Laurie Melum, won the
National Division Il Basketball Tour-
nament against Northern Kentucky
March 29 in St. Joseph, MO.

Coach  Johnston’s squad went
through the 2002-2003 season with a
school-record 32 wins against just three
losses. The Jackrabbits entered the
tournament with an impressive 32-3
mark and defeated Cal State-Bakers-
field and Bentley before rallying to
overtake Northern Kentucky, 65-50, for
the first ever women’s basketball na-
tional title.

The team was guided this season by
the leadership provided by seniors Me-
lissa Pater and Karly Hegge. Joining
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